SOUTH
TURRAMURRA
A Special Place

Kissing Point Progress Association Incorporated
Turramurra NSW

South Turramurra: A Special Place, is published by Kissing
Point Progress Association Inc.
76 Kissing Point Rd, Turramurra NSW 2074
© Kissing Point Progress Association Inc. 1998
First published July 1998 Reprinted
September 1998
ISBN 0 646 31637 0
Printed by Crown & Anchor
Design and production by Concept Press,
PO Box 221 Terrey Hills, NSW 2084
Cartography by YMAPS from sketch plans by Nigel Barbour
and Dariel Larkins
Cover photographs by Alan Catford show (front) a view across the upper Lane
Cove Valley from the Canoon Rd ridge, with Angophora costata in the
foreground, and (back) a tranquil scene along the upper reaches of the Lane
Cove River.

Preface
THIS SHORT HISTORY of South Turramurra has been compiled for the Kissing
Point Progress Association Incorporated. The compilers are Nigel Barbour,
Margaret Booth and Eoin Wilkinson. Additional editorial and other support came
from Stuart Inder, Dariel Larkins, Arthur Pynor, Betty Wilkinson and a number of
other residents of South Turramurra. Much of the material on land development is
based on a thesis by Nigel Barbour, which was accepted at Macquarie University for a
Master's degree.
The work is intended as a compact introduction, particularly for new residents. It
describes some aspects of this small community and traces some of the more
important events which have shaped it.
The KPPA hopes that readers will contact it with corrections or additions,
and that, in time, a more extensive study of this community's past will be
compiled, probably by other hands. Views and opinions expressed in the
publication do not necessarily represent those of the association. We acknowledge
the receipt of a small grant from Ku-ring-gai Municipal Council towards the costs
of printing.
It is well at the beginning to clear up any confusion between South
Turramurra and "Kissing Point", the name by which the area is sometimes
colloquially referred to.
In 1958-59 it was proposed that the locality south of Mimosa Road (now
Wattle Place) be named Kissing Point. There was some local objection to this.
Ryde Municipal Council and the Ryde District Historical Society were also
opposed to the idea on the ground that historically and geographically the only
true Kissing Point is situated within the Municipality of Ryde, the name having
been given to a grant of land in Ryde in 1794.
Although the name Kissing Point persists in local use, South Turramurra is
the official name of the locality south of the Comenarra Parkway and is recognised
by Ku-ring-gai Council, Australia Post and most significantly, the Geographical Names
Board.
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SOUTH TURRAMURRA:
A WELL KEPT SECRET

A

N URBAN PENINSULA almost surrounded by bushland, the part of Turramurra
south of the Comenarra has a special ambience. Pockets of bush provide shelter
for birds and other animals. Nature is always close at hand. For the geologically
minded, South Turramurra's ridge top is a result of uplifting in the late Pliocene era. The
rugged terrain developed as a result of differing rates of erosion of the Triassic Hawkesbury
sandstones with its iron-carbonate cement. Wianamatta shale caps its highest points.
The botany of the surrounding bushland is diverse. A wealth of plant species is
evident. Some rainforest is found tucked in little pockets such as the area accessed by the
STEP track below Vernon Street. Designed in the 1970s by the community environment
group STEP Inc. - this track takes walkers through a diversity of habitats and is now one of
the best known walks in Ku-ring-gai.
Woodland covers the valley slopes with distinctive smooth-barked angophoras and
scribbly gums. The open woodland takes its character from banksias and other proteaceae
species, grass trees and Christmas bush. The richness of the heathland flowers give the
South Turramurra bushland its extra magic. It boasts a small hanging swamp between
Hinkler and Ulm Avenues with bottlebrushes and Christmas bells abounding. Not so well
known is the great variety of fungi and orchids.
There are also weed infested areas where nutrient change has occurred from run-off
and seeds have washed and blown in. Rubbish dumping played its part when people
believed that clippings were good for the bush. The attitude is different now, when
volunteer bush-carers bring back the native bush in degenerated areas.
Although the last sighting of a koala was in 1967, the bushland is home to many
animals including a wealth of insect, reptile and amphibian species.
The area has always been in the forefront of environmental action, and community
groups as well as individuals have worked hard to encourage the proper care of the
bushland and guard against its attrition and alienation. Those lucky enough to live in this
special little area are blessed with a unique environment: it is one of the best kept secrets in
Sydney!
The first human inhabitants were the Terramerragal sub-group of the Ku-ring-gai
tribe. White settlement began some time after the Lane Cove valley was explored in 1788.
From 1803 settlers came illegally and in the 1830s a government surveyor, J.G. Larmer,
ventured into the area. There was much interchange between Ryde (Kissing Point) and
Ku-ring-gai, and one pathway linking the two areas became Kissing Point Road, officially
gazetted in 1858. A wooden bridge built across the river survived until the 1940s.
The first market gardens were established during the 1920s. During the Depression
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years of the 1930s unemployed people lived in caves along the river. Small scale quarrying
of sandstone and clay took place in various sites, such as at the end of Kingsford Avenue,
where the clay was extracted by cutting into the bank of the creek, and from underground
workings at two levels to a total depth of about six metres. In 1976 the NSW Department
of Mines described this site, No. 105, as an abandoned loam pit. But adventurous local
children had already made a more thorough investigation of site 105, and by 1970 were
familiar with the dark recesses of the abandoned underground workings, and the entrance
was later sealed with concrete for safety reasons. The site was worked by the Newbold
Silica Firebrick Co Ltd, supplying clay for refractory bricks at Newcastle. They extracted
the clay by pick and shovel for about 10 years before World War II. The Department of
Mines' 1976 report also mentions the site of another clay pit off the north-eastern end of
Canoon Road that had been covered by housing development.
Fred Haron opened a commercial stone quarry in 1948 on 2.5 ha of land, in three
separate titles that he and his wife Dorothy had bought in 1946 alongside what is now
Koombalah Avenue, then The Broadway. Fred quarried there for 11 years, supplying stone
to local soil, sand and stone contractor "Curly" Pye and to others, and building chimneys,
foundations, walls and paths on contract. There are many fine examples of Fred's
stonework in South Turramurra, including his own home in Koombalah Avenue. He
recalled recently that for years he kept this road and the whole section of Kissing Point
Road from Koombalah to Vernon Street trafficable by filling ruts with stone rubble almost
every time he travelled it. "If I hadn't," he said, "I couldn't have made deliveries. The
council wouldn't do anything."
SNAPSHOT OF A COMMUNITY. The factors that motivated residents to settle in
South Turramurra can be divided into four broad groupings: economic, geographic, scenic
and civic. Many bought land because the price was affordable and it was quite acceptable
to build in timber if one could not afford brick. For those looking to purchase land on the
North Shore, the land in South Turramurra was released at a time when other desirable
areas were being built out. Some thought that the bushy environment was irresistible. Each
of the subdivisions was planned and, although they varied in shape and size, the blocks
were reasonably flat with wide frontages.
One of the main problems these pioneering residents had to deal with was the slow
pace at which services were provided. Often power and water would not be connected to a
site until a building project was well advanced. And during the mid-1950s the PostmasterGeneral removed most of the public telephones in the area so families had no other choice
than to have the telephone connected. And for a period, there was only one choice when
they did have it connected - it was a party line, the PMG insisting that there were not
enough lines available for exclusive connection.
Houses had to have a septic tank, as the sewer was not completed until 1976. To
begin with, access was a problem because many of the streets were little more than dirt
tracks and local bus services to Turramurra railway station were infrequent, and nonexistent on weekends. For some time the bus terminated at Turra Street, as the remainder
of Kissing Point Road was unsealed and the bus company refused to traverse it.
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South Turramurra represents in a microcosm a mass movement which shaped the
Australian nation. It is a typical middle class suburb which attracted people who were
willing to work hard in order to establish a family home in a secure environment. By no
means did these people live on "easy street". They could quite easily be categorised as
"battlers", but those settlers were ultimately responsible for making the area a highly
desirable place in which to live.
There are few communities within the Sydney region that can boast greater cohesion
than that found in South Turramurra. This is a result of its location, the characteristics of
the residents here, their bonding over the years through crises (both natural and those
imposed by outside authorities), and their appreciation of a bushland heritage. The
consequences of this is a brief, varied, sometimes dramatic history of community affairs.
The growth of community groups is not unusual in a suburb that was predominantly
young when such groups were at their height, but what is unusual is the strength of the
network which subsequently formed in which people worked together for the good of the
community. Some of these movements are supportive, such as St Andrew's Support
Service (SASS), others emerged to overcome problems as they arose - natural ones such as
fires and storms, or man-made threats like freeways. The skills that residents gained
through dealing with these challenges often produced extraordinary results for such a small
settlement.
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EARLY EFFORTS AT
SUBDIVISION

P

RIOR TO THE 1950s, the years when development finally started to go ahead,
there were four unsuccessful attempts at urbanizing the Kissing Point Road area
south of the Comenarra. They were based on speculation that new forms of
transport would encourage more people to move to Sydney’s upper North Shore. These
early subdivisions were later developed by others after lying dormant for various periods.
Several of the early street names (such as Crown Avenue, Villa Street and Point Street) do
not exist now, and other roads are still unformed (Hall Street and part of Warner Avenue).
A few buildings were erected at that time (such as Bruce’s pig farm, referred to later) but
few traces of these remain today.
The Lane Cove Heights Estate was planned in the late 1880s to coincide with the
construction of two railways through the region. The next subdivision – the Southern
estate – occurred some 30 years later, around 1910. During the late 1920s the increasing
popularity of the car resulted in plans being made for the construction of a major road
network within what was then the Shire of Ku-ring-gai. At this time the Southern Estate
evolved into the Broadway Estate, and the three-stage Plateau subdivision was also
planned.
Although the subdivisions were mostly unsuccessful, the history of this early
development is important because it can be said that these four estates laid thye
foundations for future development.
Lane Cove Heights Estate. The Lane Cove Heights Estate originated as a parcel of Crown
land, 27 hectares (67 acres and two roods), that was advertised as Lot 20 in a public
auction of Crown land held on 4 March 1857 (Fig. 1). This land was purchased by
Anthony Hordern, who paid £1 an acre, and retained contraol of the property for two
decades. In the 1880s the parcel changed hands four times, reflecting investor interest in
Sydney’s northern region during the property boom at the time. The Deposited Plan for
the Lane Cove Heights Estate was registered in 1885 (Fig. 2) and Henry Shaw Smith sold
the first allotments towards the end of 1886.
A poster from the 1880s advertising the Lane Cove Heights subdivision announced
that Deakin and Gregory of 126 Pitt Street, Sydney, was offering 204 Torrens Title blocks
on the northern side of Government Road (now Canoon Road). They were marketed as
residential blocks. Most were 0.1 ha (a quarter acre) which could be purchased for £20
each, or £30 for some slightly larger lots. Favourable terms of £1 deposit and £1 per month,
with no interest, were offered.
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Government Road formed the southern boundary of the estate. Boyd Avenue, Field
of Mars Avenue and Riverview Avenue ran off to the north with Crown Avenue bisecting
them at right angles – a subdivision typical of the rectangular patterning of the time.
A sketch indicated the estate’s location on the eastern bank of the Lane Cove River
between the Homebush-Waratah railway and the train line to Balls Head – both only in
the planning stages. Construction of the 153 km Homebush to Waratah line was
commenced in 1882, but the section of track between Homebush and the Hawkesbury
River was not opened until 1887. The North Shore railway was proclaimed in mid-1887,
with the single line between Hornsby and St Leonards opening in 1890. The extension to
Balls Head was completed in 1893. Even then the Lane Cove Heights Estate was still 3 km
from the nearest station at Eastern Road (renamed Turramurra in 1893).
Sales were slow at first. During 1886 and 1887 only three blocks were sold, but by
1891 all but 22 lots had been bought. It is likely that the land was sold straight off the plan
because if purchasers had made the long journey to the Lane Cove Heights Estate they
would have found that , as well as being isolated, the land was quite steep. Even today it is
not possible to build on much of it. Purchasers who acquired larger holdings may have
done so as an investment, or for a small country estate, but it seems more likely that they
hoped to profit from selling the lots at a later date.
Few of the blocks were used, and the estate, as originally envisaged,barely exists today.
The name Boyd Avenue has been changed to Tarook Avenue, presumably to avoid
confusion with Boyd Street at the top of Kissing Point Road. Tarook Avenue is a small culde-sac of 11 dwellings. Field of Mars Avenue has five houses on its eastern side, as well as a
meeting hall for Scouts and Guides. Crown Avenue exists only on planning maps.
Riverview Avenue was closed in 1966 by notification in the Government Gazette and the
land was granted to Ku-ring-gai Municipal Council to be reserved for the construction of
an expressway through the Lane Cove River Valley.
Southern Estate. It would be 30 years before another major subdivision was planned for the
Kissing Point Road area. The Southern Estate was offered for sale by Saddington and
Dixon, 109 Pitt Street, Sydney in 1918, on behalf of Guy Dixon Menzies. This estate was
divided into two sections. seventeen of the thirty-five blocks having already been sold in
1912. Section 1 lay immediately south of Canoon Road, bisected by Villa and Hall Streets,
with Lane Street running off Villa Street between Hall Street and Canoon Road. This was
part of Portion 13 on the Parish map; some 27 ha (67 acres) had been first purchased for £l
an acre by Samuel McDonnell at a sale of Crown land on 5 September 1877 (Fig. 1). It
excluded the 6 ha purchased by James Vernon, chairman of a district Land Board, on the
corner of Vernon and Chisholm Streets in 1906, where Albert and Gwenda Bernard
established a market garden as late as 1945.
Section 2 consisted of approximately 11 ha, part of James Vernon's purchase of Thos.
Wakfer's 1858 grant of 34 ha (shown as 84 acres in Fig. 1). This block ran between present
day Saddington Street and Benning Avenue.
Four more lots were now sold, including 6 and 7, Section 1, to Ferguson Bruce, who
had a butcher's shop at the top of Kissing Point Road. Bruce established a pig farm and
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built a small weatherboard cottage. Arthur Gillott made good money selling the black soil
from below the piggery. During the 1950s the house on Lot 7 was still occupied. A grey
horse from this paddock roamed widely at night, knocking over garbage bins, galloping
down unfenced driveways and appearing ghostlike in front of startled motorists on the
badly lit Kissing Point Road. Today, Bruce's farm is part of the expressway reservation, used
for agistment and known as the Horse Paddock.
The land was cheap, large areas were available, and purchasers could take advantage
of very easy terms, but of the 35 parcels of land, only 21 changed hands. It is likely that
poor soil and isolation contributed to the failure of the Southern Estate subdivision.

Broadway Estate. In 1927 Guy Dixon Menzies sold the remaining lots in the Southern
Estate, consisting of slightly more than 14 ha, to Ronald McGregor Duncan. This land
became the Broadway Estate and was not simply a renaming of the Southern Estate, but a
complete redrawing of the map. It now contained 138 Torrens Title blocks. The lots were
offered for sale by Cramer Brothers who had offices in Pitt Street and in Crows Nest (Sir
John Cramer, a founder of the Liberal Party and later Federal Member for Bennelong, was
a partner in the firm).
The new street plan was necessary for two reasons - first, room had to be made for a
36-metre wide road to be known as The Broadway, and secondly the blocks in the
Broadway Estate were smaller than those in the earlier subdivision, which made it
necessary to change the layout of the streets.
On the western side of The Broadway the lower part of Hall Street and Lane Street
were replaced by three avenues named after pioneer aviators: Bert Hinkler, Charles Ulm
and Charles Kingsford Smith, while on the eastern side Hall Street terminated at The
Broadway. Two other streets were created: Warner Avenue connected Chisholm Street
and The Broadway and Lyon Avenue linked Canoon Road with Warner Avenue.
(Americans Jim Warner and Harry Lyon crewed for Kingsford Smith and Charles Ulm on
the first trans-Pacific flight.) This estate was eventually purchased by Jeremiah Leahy, a
grazier, who made a lot of money selling this land in the 1950s.
The Plateau. The other real estate development in the Kissing Point Road area in the late
1920s - the Plateau subdivision - was to be released in three stages over three successive
years from 1928. The first stage consisted of land on the northern side of Canoon Road,
between Chisholm Street and Kissing Point Road, and on the eastern side of Kissing Point
Road between Geoffrey Street and what is now the Comenarra Parkway. The second stage
encompassed land on both sides of Maxwell Street between the Comenarra and Geoffrey
Street and included Tuna Street, Havelock Street, Buller Street and the western end of
Geoffrey Street. And the third stage was to involve the construction of Point Street to
connect the eastern ends of Buller and Geoffrey Streets as well as a large area of public
garden and recreation space.
Between 1906 and 1909 Henry Marcus Clark acquired approximately 133 ha of land
in South Turramurra. At the beginning of 1928 a portion of this land was acquired by an
investor, Vernet Roach of Melbourne, with title vested in the name of Turra Point Limited.
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The land was mortgaged to the previous owners to offset the extensive development costs
incurred when clearing it and improving the roads.
According to the Plateau sales brochure of 1928, the subdivision consisted of 94
frontages which "all lie alongside the famous Kissing Point Road between the Gordon
Road [now Pacific Highway] and what will be the future main Sydney to Newcastle
Highway... When the new Highways to the [Harbour] Bridge are opened this road must
become a main artery between great converging thoroughfares."
The entire document emphasised that land values in the Kissing Point area would
skyrocket because of the development of mass transport. The terms of purchase were
designed to appeal to the financially minded - £155 per lot, with £10 deposit and £2 per
month including interest, with discounts for cash.
A poster advertising the Broadway Estate indicated that purchasers of lots in that
subdivision were offered equally advantageous terms - terms that reflected the common
practice of real estate developers in Sydney during the land boom of the 1920s.
Both subdivisions were aimed at the well-to-do. The Broadway Estate poster included
a sketch map showing the subdivision was located within easy reach of "exclusive North
Shore private schools". The glossy brochure for the Plateau subdivision was clearly targeted
at businessmen and other professionals. Free inspection by motor car was offered - a
different market from earlier subdivisions. But none of the land in either development sold
at the time because of the down-turn in the Australian economy that led to the
Depression, and because of the lack of facilities in the area. Kissing Point Road remained a
dirt track until Ku-ring-gai Council began to macadamise it in 1939. Neither the
electrification of the North Shore rail line in 1927 nor the opening of the Sydney Harbour
Bridge in 1932 had a great impact on the Kissing Point Road area.
In the case of the Plateau Estate, the property developer experienced financial
difficulty, and took out an additional mortgage on the unsold lots in 1934. The following
year the real estate company was placed into liquidation and Sir Reginald Marcus Clark
regained title of the land after foreclosing on the outstanding mortgage. By 1946 title of the
unimproved land had been vested in the estate of the late Henry Marcus Clark. It became
quite literally part of "the Marcus Clark estate".
It is worth reiterating that all this early unsuccessful development laid the foundations
for the later activity that shaped today's urban landscape in South Turramurra. It is also
worth noting that the Plateau Estate, including the Marcus Clark portion, turned out to
have a time-bomb ticking away in it, in the form of a brick covenant. This is dealt with at
the end of the following chapter on some successful subdivisions.
Andrew Menzies interests: Canoon Road to Vernon Street. In April 1890, Andrew
Menzies, surveyor, of Elizabeth Street, Sydney, purchased the land shown as Portion 12 of
the Parish Map, Thos. Wakfer's 1858 grant of 26 ha (shown as 65 acres in Fig. 1), between
present day Canoon Road and Vernon Street. The clay soil of Portion 12 supported a high
forest, judging by the remnants and regrowth still seen in the vicinity of Sir David Martin
Reserve (Auluba Oval and the Kissing Point Road/Vernon Street oval). Until recently
there were remains of two saw pits on the expressway reservation between the ovals. Most
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of the forest was to give way to flower farms.
In 1905 Menzies sold Portion 12 in four parts: to John Vernon, NSW Auditor-General
and Henry Hall, Government Surveyor; the Perpetual Trustee Company Ltd; Josiah
Mullens and James Vernon. The Vernon/Hall lot passed to John Rae and Charles Watt;
Anton and Xavier Rast bought Perpetual's block in 1922 from Geo. Tawyer (Fig. 3,
Balmaringa subdivision).
In 1906 Menzies divided Josiah Mullens's block of 5.5 ha into 11 small lots. Auluba
Road and Chisholm Street, unnamed, were part of this subdivision, DP 4870. After 1906,
with a slight variation to the blocks along Kissing Point Road, most of DP 4870 passed
through several hands to John Henry Fisher and his wife Edith May Fisher, who between
them held about 3.5 ha. In 1927 there were no improvements to John Fisher's lot, but the
1930 valuation notice records stables and a humpy. Together with a small brick dwelling in
the vicinity of the present day cricket nets, these remained until the construction of
Auluba Oval in the early 1960s. The Fishers transferred all their land to their daughter,
Nancie Babington Patton, and the Pattons in the late 1950s built another home on the site
of the present sport's club building.
All today's houses built on DP 4870 occupy Nancie Patton (Fisher) subdivisions with
the exception of three along Kissing Point Road that were built on 0.6 ha formerly owned
by G.E. Dibble, a retired builder (Fig. 4).
Newcomers of the 1950s remember John Fisher as a frail, reclusive figure who lived in
a hut behind the present kindergarten. In 1951 Fred Patton welcomed new neighbours
Morris and Kay Livy-Owen with, "If you ain't mad when you get here, it won't take long."
Fred grew flowers and kept a cranky Jersey cow until the council acquired the land and the
new Patton home in late 1959 (see South Turramurra Kindergarten).
In 1907 the remaining part of DP 4870, about 1.25 ha, was owned by Mary Beatrice
Mullens and was transferred to Conrad and Louisa Tobler in 1926. Louisa became sole
owner after Conrad's death, and sold to Edward Baltis in 1953. The following year Allan
Tunbridge bought and worked this flower farm. Allan often sang happily as he cultivated
the ground, and together with the scent of his flowers he was much appreciated by
newcomers along Kissing Point Road. The large cleared area of the
Fisher/Patton/Tunbridge farms was soon to be converted into Auluba Oval.
In 1906 James Vernon bought 6 ha on the corner of Kissing Point Road and Vernon
Street from Andrew Menzies, the balance of Portion 12. He transferred this to Joshua
Owner in 1915. Owner sold a small part fronting Kissing Point Road to Alice Martin. But
in 1946 all of the original 6 ha was resumed for the expressway reservation and vested in
Ku-ring-gai Municipal Council, which later sold that part not required for public use (see
Paroo Place).
James Vernon's interests: Vernon Street to the Lane Cove River. In 1890, James Vernon
bought Wakfer's 1858 grant of 34 ha (84 acres in Fig.1). In 1905-06 Vernon divided this
land into three lots. Ten hectares between the present Vernon and Saddington Streets was
sold to John and Donald Vernon, and then to Alfred Sadd in 1922. Sadd soon sold about
1.25 ha, and another 4 ha was later held by the Cumberland County Council. The
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subdivision of Sadd's flower farm and orchard into housing lots began in 1960.
Vernon's second lot of approximately 11 ha passed to G.D. Menzies in 1909 and
became Section 2 of the Southern Estate, Saddington Street to Benning Avenue. The
balance of Vernon's land remained in the Vernon and Hall families until 1946, when it was
bought by James and Vera Kendall, who are remembered by long term residents of South
Turramurra. Goodacre Development Pty Ltd acquired the Kendall land in 1960 and
subdivided it into residential blocks (Benning Avenue and Bowen Avenue).
The early land titles show that the Menzies, Vernons, Halls, Dixons and Saddingtons
were related. The early subdivison of South Turramurra was a family affair.
The Green Belt. Residential subdivision along Saddington Street began in 1951. The date
is significant, because much of the land south of Vernon Street was not subdivided until
1960. In 1951 the Cumberland County Council Planning Scheme became effective with
the introduction of what was called the Green Belt. Its main object was to control
development so as to prevent suburban sprawl and the premature subdivision of land, to
the benefit of the mental and physical health of Sydney's expanding population. The
Kendall land and part of Sadd's block were two isolated pockets that fell within the Green
Belt zoning. Changes in the Green Belt boundaries allowed residential subdivision of these
holdings to go ahead in 1960.
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SOME SUCCESSFUL
SUBDIVISIONS

T

HE URBANISATION OF SOUTH TURRAMURRA during the late 1950s and
early 1960s resulted from several factors. There was an abundant supply of privately
held and relatively cheap land which had not been developed, despite the early
efforts at subdivision, because it consisted mostly of virgin bush, difficult terrain, or rural
land holdings. Several entrepreneurs recognised that there was a growing demand for
urban subdivisions at that particular time, which was not long after the war, as numerous
young married couples were wanting to build a family home. Yet, compared with other
parts of Sydney, the scale of development was quite small.
In 1954 there were 346 dwellings in the Kissing Point Road area, and over the next
two decades slightly less than 500 homes were constructed, with the total number of
dwellings in 1976 being 832. On a percentage basis the number of homes in the area rose
41 per cent during this period. By comparison, the total number of occupied dwellings in
Ku-ring-gai Municipality increased by 49 per cent and the total residences in the whole of
Sydney grew by 60 per cent.
Figure 3 shows the location of five separate developments in Kissing Point that were
each distinctive. These are the Marcus Clark Estate, the Geoffrey Street subdivision, the
Balmaringa Avenue development, the Eden Avenue project and the Paroo Place release.
Marcus Clark Estate. By the mid-1950s the land which had formed the three- stage
Plateau subdivision had become known locally as the Marcus Clark Estate. The first and
second stages of the subdivision (Fig. 3) were offered for sale with only minor changes to
the layout of the estate.
On the ground, there was little physical evidence of the earlier development. In 1956
Maxwell Street was a dirt track east of Kissing Point Road, which itself was not sealed
south of Turra Street. The land was covered with scrubby regrowth, not virgin bush,
indicating that it had been cleared, probably in the late 1920s.
However, it transpired there was one significant hangover from the earlier period that
was to have important repercussions. This was the effect of a brick covenant on the
Plateau land, dealt with later.
Geoffrey Street. The Geoffrey Street subdivision had its origins in the third stage of the
Plateau subdivision. This land was to have been released in 1930. As part of it was reserved
for future road construction is was not possible to develop Point Street as planned.
Realising this, representatives of the Clark family sought the advice of Eric Doig, a town
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planner and partner in Pilkington Edmondson, the road construction firm. They were
referred to Frank Hoddinott. After ascertaining from the Ku-ring-gai Municipal Council
that the land could be subdivided, funding was obtained to buy a portion of the land
owned by the Marcus Clark Estate through a syndicate of employees of a Sydney legal firm.
In addition to the funds outlaid to make this purchase, it was also necessary to pay
Pilkington Edmondson to have the road in the subdivision kerbed, guttered and sealed.
The subdivision was designed specially to maintain and enhance the bushy outlook of
the area. With an unusual hexagonal shape, the development was appealing because the
irregular shape of the blocks made each lot different. Water and lighting was connected to
the estate once the developer guaranteed the Water Board and Sydney County Council
that six houses would be built. A resident who purchased land in Geoffrey Street in 1955
said this arrangement resulted in considerable problems because water was only connected
late in 1956 after months of argument, during which the bricklayers had to cart water each
morning from a house in Maxwell Street.

Balmaringa Avenue. Rather than just releasing land, the developers of Balmaringa
Avenue decided to build houses on it. Nearly all of the 49 blocks in this estate were
rectangular in shape and uniform in size, unlike the Geoffrey Street subdivision. One
feature both estates had in common was that a small portion of land was set aside for
recreational use.
Frank Wolstenholme experienced financial difficulties after completing this massive
building project, so Reid Murray Developments (NSW) Pty Ltd took over the marketing
of the Balmaringa Avenue estate. Six of the homes were brick veneer, six fibro and 43
timber construction. The advertising material described the homes in terms of "every one
completed with oregon frames, picture windows, wide terrace with wrought-iron railings,
three bedrooms, spacious L-shaped lounge- dining room, fully tiled bathroom with
separate shower recess, internal toilet to septic sewerage, gas hot water system, fully fitted
kitchen with stainless steel sink, four-burner gas range and extra built-in features and a gas
fire in the lounge."
In many respects these houses were much the same as the other dwellings constructed
in South Turramurra at the time, but these were connected to the gas (as were homes in
Benning and Bowen Avenues), whereas most of the other developments in the area were
all-electric. The gas company was concerned that if a beachhead were not established, it
would not be worthwhile financially to connect gas to any other homes.
A unique feature of the estate was that it included land for a small shopping centre.
This was appropriate because the Balmaringa subdivision land was once owned by the Rast
brothers - Anton (Tony) and Xavier (Ferry) Rast - who operated a nursery-- one of the
most commercially oriented of the rural enterprises in South Turramurra. The shopping
centre is dealt with below.
Eden Avenue. In 1960, within 12 months of the release of Balmaringa Avenue, a similar
development was planned elsewhere in South Turramurra. The Eden Avenue subdivision
consisted of 77 lots, including land fronting Kissing Point Road, Maxwell Street and
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Koombalah Avenue. Sold as house and land packages, the development was marketed by
Cortis and Greenwood Pty Ltd, owned jointly by an accountant (Cortis) and a builder
(Greenwood). The brick houses were constructed by a subsidiary company named Kuring-gai Projects Pty Ltd. Residents could choose from a wide selection of blocks and then
pick a house from four basic designs that could be modified to taste and quickly
constructed.
Paroo Place. Around two years after the lots in Eden Avenue were put on the market
another smaller subdivision was planned elsewhere in South Turramurra. Late in 1962 a
poster advertising the small Paroo Place development stated that nine blocks were to be
auctioned on the ground under instruction from Ku-ring-gai Municipal Council. A sketch
map of the subdivision showed the proposed location, and a Presbyterian church and
adjacent bowling greens that were not constructed. While the street was tar sealed, kerbed
and guttered, Chisholm Street (which provided access to the cul-de-sac) was not.
By the early 1970s South Turramurra was beginning to take on the appearance of an
established suburb. The area contained many of the facilities expected of a thriving
community; churches, schools, shops, playing fields, roads and so on. And yet certain
amenities were lacking. For example, many of the streets in the suburb, including all but a
very small section of Kissing Point Road itself, still lack kerbing and guttering.
The brick covenant upset. According to developer Frank Hoddinott, a brick covenant was
placed on the Plateau subdivision land as an attempt to increase the value of the property
by demanding that purchasers construct a substantial dwelling with walls made entirely of
brick or stone. Sometimes less severe covenants allowed buyers to build in brick veneer.
The covenant placed on the land read: "And the transferee for himself, his executors
administrators and assigns hereby covenants with the transferor that he shall not erect or
permit to be erected on the land transferred any main building of a value of less than five
hundred pounds and that such building shall be constructed of brick or stone or brick and
stone with a roof of slate or tiles or shingles and not more than one main building shall be
erected on any lot transferred. Such main building shall be erected and is to stand back not
less than 20 feet from the alignment of the street to which the land transferred has a
frontage and that upon the erection of such buildings as aforesaid the said land shall be
fenced. And that no advertisement hoarding shall be erected on the land hereby
transferred."
According to the sales brochure for the Plateau subdivision, the blocks were being sold
at £155 each; thus the covenant required the dwellings built on the land to be valued at
more than three times the purchase price.
The covenant applied to the majority of blocks in two Deposited Plans in the Marcus
Clark Estate, that is, DP 16178, which largely involves blocks in Kissing Point Road and
the northern side of Canoon Road, and DP 16227, which covers mostly the northern end
of Maxwell Street. A few blocks were sold without covenants, or had covenants that did
not stipulate the type of building materials to be used. In the event, this brick covenant
resulted in a serious split in the community in 1956, with neighbour against neighbour.
Most of the young couples moving into the area in the 1950s were just beginning to
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build their careers and families and preferred to erect timber houses. Timber, being more
abundant then, was much cheaper than today, and was in any case a popular building
material with Sydney home owners at the time.
One of the anomalies that arose with the brick covenant was that it could not be
restricted to an entire street. Noticeably in Canoon Road, for example, the northern side of
the street was restricted to brick by the covenant but the opposite, southern side, being in a
different estate, was not, and virtually all houses on that side were of timber.
Nor within Marcus Clark's DPs themselves was every house of brick. Early in 1956, for
example, the following was the position in DP16178 (Kissing Point Road and the northern
side of Canoon): of the 90 blocks, 46 were undeveloped, 23 had brick houses, 15 had
timber or fibro houses and the remaining six had temporary dwellings erected (mainly by
owner builders).
The reason for this variation in building materials was that the covenants stated that
they could "be released varied or modified with the consent of the Transferor their
executors administrators and assigns," so some owners proceeded to have their covenants
varied before building.
The fact that this was being done by new buyers was not realised by some owners who
had already built in brick. But it was being done legally, through Deeds of Variation drawn
up (at a cost to the applicant) by solicitors acting for the Estate of H.M. Clark, or in other
cases the liquidators of Turra Point Limited, which registered the plans. One owner in
Canoon Road had his covenant lifted as early as April 1953 through an application to the
Supreme Court.
Most owners with variations who built in timber struck no difficulties as their houses
were erected, but some others found themselves waited upon by a small deputation of
brick-minded neighbours who pointed out that it was a brick area and strongly advised
them to have another think about it. Discretion being the better part of valour, they took
the hint and revised their plans.
When owner Eric Porteus cleared Lot 20 in DP16178 about March 1956 and began
to build in timber, he was approached by a deputation of three who reminded him that it
was a brick area. Mr Porteus was non-committal. Choosing not to disclose that he held a
Deed of Variation, because he considered it his own business, he went ahead with building.
The three objectors, plus another, joined in taking out an injunction in the Equity
Court to prevent Mr Porteus from continuing with construction in contravention of the
covenant. In court just prior to the hearing in May 1956 Mr Porteus's barrister produced
the Variation of Covenant for Lot 20, which took the objectors by surprise. It almost ended
the case right there, with the objectors having to decide whether to withdraw and save
further costs. But counsel for both sides agreed to let the Judge rule on the Variation
document, which he did the following week. He held that the document was a consent by
the Marcus Clark trustees to have the covenant varied, not a variation in itself. The
covenant could only be varied if other owners in the DP agreed, because their rights were
affected. The Judge continued the order restraining Mr Porteus from further construction.
The Sydney newspapers soon followed up the story. The frame of the house on Lot 20
(in Kissing Point Road, opposite the South Turramurra shops) was by this time complete to
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its roof timbers, and Mr Porteus said it could not be converted to brick veneer. Since the
Judge would not let him complete it, he said he would have to demolish it and build in
timber elsewhere.
This is what he did. There was more publicity when the workmen who built the house
on Lot 20 walked off the job in disgust when told to pull it down, declaring that they
couldn't be expected to destroy their own work.
The court's decision delayed development in the two DPs while various land-owners
decided where they stood. The War Service Homes Division, which had granted a number
of building loans in South Turramurra, some to those who held Deeds of Variation, and
was processing others, now refused further loans to build in timber. Henceforth South
Turramurra got more brick houses than it otherwise would have.
But the greatest effect was on community relations. Feelings ran high. Popular support
was on the side of Mr Porteus and other "battlers" who were trying to establish themselves,
and the objectors were seen as having a negative and conservative view of how South
Turramurra should develop. As the leading objector was the president of the Kissing Point
Road and District Progress Association, members called a special general meeting, which
was packed out, and removed him from office. (He later sold his house and moved to
another suburb.) The Progress Association got new leadership, which better reflected the
interests of the community at that time.
The shopping centre. The shopping centre was built as part of the successful Balmaringa
Avenue estate (see above) on the Rast Bros land. Until then, South Turramurra had only a
small general store next to the primary school. It soon closed.
There was a line of five shops with individual titles when the shopping centre was
officially opened in December 1959 by Pat Hills - the first official function he performed as
NSW Minister for Local Government. (A plaque noting the event has long since "gone
missing".) Only three of the five shops were occupied at the 1959 opening - the
supermarket, the butcher and the chemist. Two more shops were added in 1962.
Pioneer shopkeeper Jack Rashleigh operated the supermarket for its first twenty-four
years. He was first to purchase, and set the pattern of giving support and encouragement to
local community groups such as the sports club, and worked hard to develop the shopping
centre as a community focal point - the local "village green". He won a liquor licence for
the supermarket in 1967.
Ted Broadbridge ran the first fruit and vegetable shop within the supermarket until he
opened up independently. The post office began as an agency in the newsagent's. For over
thirty years until the end of 1994 Sweeney's drapery store was a South Turramurra
institution. Founders were Moira and Frank Sweeney. Moira first established the
hairdressers on the premises.
The South Turramurra shopping centre plays a vital role in the community, for like
churches and schools it allows residents to come together. If the shops were to fade away
because of lack of support, so the community would wither in spirit.
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ASSOCIATIONS, COMMUNITY
ORGANISATIONS, CLUBS
THE KISSING POINT PROGRESS ASSOCIATION. The Kissing Point Progress
Association (KPPA) grew from the Kissing Point Road and District Progress Association,
which was formed before World War II. Many details of its early history are lacking, as little
documentation has survived. A plaque on a small sandstone fountain at the corner of
Vernon and Chisholm Streets states simply that "this fountain was erected by members of
the Kissing Point Road and District Progress Association and her friends in memory of
Mrs. R.W. Lees who as the first Secretary set an example to all in her service to others." It is
dated 1939.
The role of the association has changed over the years, along with the community it
serves. This reflects the gradual transformation of a fairly isolated and semi-rural area of
scattered houses, orchards and market gardens into a distinctive community with the full
amenities of an urban suburb. This was achieved largely through voluntary efforts and
sturdy self-help individually and collectively. The efforts of earlier committees and
voluntary workers in the various organisations, of which the association was one, deserve
recognition and commemoration.
In its early years the association met at Mission Hall, 106 Kissing Point Road, on the
first Monday in each month. The yearly membership fee was one shilling (10 cents). In
1950 it was raised to two shillings. The objects of the association were "to promote the
progress and welfare of the district and to foster community spirit". Later it was to meet at
Hamilton Park hall which was built by volunteers. It was intended to add to it to make it a
full community hall but nearby residents objected and it became primarily a tennis
pavilion.
In addition to working bees and other building efforts, being a member of the
association had a strong social side to it, especially before the coming of television. At
various times there were social and fund-raising functions: dances, concerts, carnivals and
stalls, Christmas parties, picture (cinema) nights, and bonfires and fireworks for Empire
Day.
The pattern of well-attended monthly meetings and social functions was to be affected
when Australia's first regular television service was launched in September 1956 in time for
the Olympic Games in Melbourne. The fascinating new medium made it increasingly
difficult to attract members to evening meetings unless there was an issue which affected
the whole community. This problem was met with the publication of a monthly newsletter,
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Progress, which appeared for many years from about 1957, and a successor Kissing Point
Gazette (1970-74). Progress, produced by Stuart Inder and later by Syd Taylor, was
supported by local advertising and delivered to every house south of the Pacific Highway
by a team of volunteers each responsible for a given area. It not only kept all residents
informed of local issues, and got them to meetings for the big ones, it served the purpose of
reminding Ku-ring-gai Council and other bodies that the Kissing Point Road area was
actively community-conscious and not to be ignored. No sets of either paper appear to
have survived.
In its early years the association was very active in lobbying for basic services for South
Turramurra. Electric power, water, telephones, gas and sewerage and bus services are now
taken for granted in urban areas but these came gradually. Gas is still not available in all
areas of South Turramurra. The provision and sealing of roads was another matter of
importance. There was also a need for provision of schools, a pre-school (in South
Turramurra or "Nappy Valley" as some termed it at that time), parks, playing fields, tennis
courts and other sporting facilities. Some were achieved relatively easily; others, like the
netball courts at Canoon Road, were imposed by a council in the face of intense local
opposition.
In September, 1949 the Kissing Point Road Book Deposit was begun as part of the Kuring-gai Municipal Council's library services. Local initiative had been taken by Mrs. R.W.
Lees. The service continued until 1960 when it was replaced by the Bookmobile service
from the Gordon Library. The Turramurra Library, Ray Street, opened in August 1968 and
has been operating continuously since then except between May and November 1985
when it was closed by vandalism and a fire.
The South Turramurra Survey. A survey project began in 1974 when the KPPA
consulted community organisations about the health and welfare needs of the South
Turramurra community. The survey became a KPPA joint venture with the Area Health
Office of the Northern Metropolitan Region of the then Health Commission of NSW, and
gave a snapshot of the community in the mid '70s.
There were two phases. The first involved contact with community organisations, the
second the distribution of a questionnaire to every fifth house in about half the streets in
the area. Of 481 questionnaires distributed, 386 were returned a response rate of 80.25 per
cent.
The surveyors described the suburb as "a prestige area, residential activity being the
major economic function and the major form of land use". They said the area was wellendowed with playing fields, parks and trees. The majority of houses had one or two cars
and so the mobility of residents was high.
Turramurra shopping centre was identified as a major bottleneck for Pacific Highway
traffic, with conflict between through-traffic, pedestrians and parked vehicles, although the
shops were mainly used by South and North Turramurra residents.
A general observation was that the population of South Turramurra was "more
affluent, educated longer and to higher levels, fills more professional and white-collar
occupations than does the [average] population of the Northern Metropolitan Health
Region."
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Features of the population of 5,475 (1971 Census) were the larger proportion of
children (due to the relatively recent settlement of the area), a deficit of young adults and
the relatively larger number of 35-45 year-olds.
The survey predicted that completed families with parents well advanced in their
careers (30-45 year age group) would be the main group coming into the area. People
leaving would tend to be young adults, and the death of elderly residents would be another
contributor.
It was expected there would be a progressive shift of the large 35-49 age group to older
age groups, with an accompanying morbidity increase. Presumably this prediction was
based on the untested assumption that the older age groups would remain in South
Turramurra after retirement, and until death.
The survey showed a major source of dissatisfaction was "not enough choice of
activities" particularly among males aged 13-17. It was found 27 out of 50 wanted an iceskating rink and 21 out of 50 wanted a picture theatre.
Hiliview established. From the survey results it was apparent that many people in the
area were unaware of the health, welfare and recreational facilities which were available to
the community. The survey therefore recommended that a Citizens Information Centre be
set up in South Turramurra. In the areas of health and welfare, the centre would function
as a referral centre and would gauge the need to bring counselling and paramedical
services from Hornsby Hospital on a sessional basis. The services provided by the centre
would be coordinated with the activities of the existing organisations such as the Sydney
Adventist Hospital, local churches and sports clubs. It was recommended that the centre
be located near the Auluba Road shops.
This centre was not achieved. Instead, by a remarkable sequence of events, the
historic estate, Hillview, at 1334 Pacific Highway, became available. Hillview had been
purchased by Ku-ring-gai Municipal Council in 1973 and was becoming derelict. Through
the efforts of Dr. Tom Acheson, President of the KPPA, Mr. Stan Williams, Executive
Officer of Hornsby Hospital, Ward Councillors Yolanda Lee and Richard Lennon, Hillview
was leased by Ku-ring-gai Council to the Health Commission. It was restored and named
the Hillview Community Health Resource and Information Centre.
It was officially opened on 1 December, 1978, although it had been functioning for
some time already. With accumulated funds raised by service clubs and other donations,
the Hornsby and Ku-ring-gai Hospital purchased the property in 1980. This was the
culmination of one of the KPPA's finest achievements.
In the years since its opening, Hillview has provided a range of health and community
services. Details of these are available from Hillview.
The future. The KPPA is less prominent now than in earlier times. Many of the
improvements it has sought over the years have been obtained as a result of exhorting and
lobbying local and state governments and authorities. Some battles have been won - for
example, in blocking moves to have Kissing Point Road turned into a six-lane arterial route
to North Ryde. This would have affected a large number of houses and bisected South
Turramurra. Other battles were lost - for example, the imposition of netball courts at
Canoon Road (see later section).
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The association has waxed and waned over the years depending on the urgency and
relevance of the issues of the time. In 1978 a new committee took office after the
association had been in recess for about two years. The name was changed from the
original Kissing Point Road and District Progress Association to Kissing Point Road
Progress Association. In July 1978 the President, Dr. Tom Acheson, referred to the
association as "an ailing organisation" which had needed to be reconstituted, as in 1977
there were no financial members. The new committee had to re-establish community
contacts and rebuild the association. By 1979 Dr Acheson was able to report that the
membership was over one hundred residents.
Also in July 1978, after lengthy negotiations with the NSW Department of Services a
new constitution was put forward, which preserved the status of the association as a
charity. However it was not until May 1980 that the amended constitution was formally
adopted. The new constitution empowered the association "to formulate policies
concerning civic matters and bring such policies to the notice of the community and any
appropriate authority". It also allowed the association to take such steps as might be
necessary "to protect the environment and ecology of the area".
The KPPA continued as an unincorporated association until 1995. As such, the
liability of members and their committee was personal and not limited. As risks of litigation
increased in society generally it became clear that incorporation was becoming imperative
to protect members. The association had reached a point of crisis. A decision had to be
made between incorporating or liquidation. Without the safeguards of incorporation it
would have been difficult to find committee members willing to serve. At the annual
general meeting on 30 March, 1995, special resolutions were passed to apply for
incorporation as an association under the Associations Incorporation Act and for the
name of the association to be Kissing Point Progress Association Incorporated. This was
implemented that year.
The association has played a significant role in the emergence of a community in
South Turramurra, but it would be unwise to end this brief account on too sanguine a
note. Inclusive community organisations based on voluntary effort are being replaced by
single-issue or more narrowly-based environmental and activist groups. Yet there is still a
place for organisations that can represent their community, gauging and identifying
community needs and responses when issues arise.
KISSING POINT SPORTS CLUB. South Turramurra has a strong and proud sporting
history. The Kissing Point Sports Club had its beginnings in 1956. At that time weekend
soccer matches for local boys were being organised by the small Presbyterian Church at
106 Kissing Point Road, but local residents Bob Blyton, Trevor Morgan, "Kitch" Nolan,
Ernie Hill, George Sheppard and Eric Popplewell saw that sport needed expanding as
families with young children began arriving in the district. They met once a month at Bob
Blyton's (who became first president) to get the club up and running.
Those early meetings were always very informal, with no minutes being taken (the
secretary, Kitch Nolan, pointing out with tongue in cheek that if he didn't keep records,
nobody had any evidence for complaint when things didn't go to plan!). All volunteer
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team managers were considered to be members of the committee. The members made the
rules as they went along, but it soon became an effective, popular part of the community.
The boys paid membership fees, which were not always collected if it was thought it would
be a strain on a family.
The first uniform was a simple T-shirt, then a grey and maroon shirt was provided
(made by volunteers among the mothers). This design changed to the distinctive red,
white and blue in 1960. A cricket competition was added to the original soccer matches.
and the club has evolved from one centred on children's sports to a more rounded age
representation.
The club is proud of its contribution to women's sport. Softball is still very strong and
several players have competed at State level. Netball has been played for some time and
more recently female cricket and soccer teams have commenced. The sports played have
changed over the years. Cricket and baseball are the most popular summer sports. Softball
is played in winter with baseball continuing as well. The club has its own clubhouse in
Auluba Road which was extended in 1983, credit for this going to keen parents and
supportive local councillors.

SCOUTS AND GUIDES. The first Brownies met in 1961 and were called 2nd
Turramurra. They met in the former Tunbridge home, now demolished, in Auluba Road.
The name was changed to 2nd South Turramurra in 1967 after the Girl Guides Local
Association was formed in South Turramurra in July, 1966. The 1st South Turramurra
Guides were formed in 1962 and met in the Kate Street hall. In 1968, 3rd South
Turramurra was formed.
The 3rd South Turramurra Scout Group was formed on 9 July 1966, meeting in the
Primary School Hall, and 4th South Turramurra on 31 August 1967, meeting in the Sports
Club and later in St Andrew's Hall. These two troops amalgamated to become 1st Kissing
Point on 1 April 1974, with one Scout troop meeting in the Primary School Hall at first
and two Cub packs meeting in the School Hall and St Andrew's. 1st and 2nd South
Turramurra have always met at the Kate Street Hall.
In a move unusual at that time, the Scouts and Guides agreed to build a combined
hall on the freeway corridor off Field of Mars Avenue, leasing the land from the
Department of Main Roads for $1 a year. Building of the hall commenced in 1978 with the
work largely being done by well-supervised volunteers. The hall was formally opened on 1
December 1978. Kissing Point Venturer Unit was formed during the construction of the
hall, with the Unit becoming official in 1979. Both boys and girls could join. The Rovers
had their first meeting in April 1987 when the strong Venturer Unit "graduated" but
wanted to further pursue scouting activities. Some older Guides formed a Ranger
Company in 1972, meeting at St Andrew's Church Hall.
Late in 1997 the Kissing Point Cubs, Scouts and Venturers combined with South
Turramurra (formerly 1st and 2nd South Turramurra) to form 2nd South Turramurra. The
Cubs and Scouts meet at Kate Street and the Venturers at the Field of Mars Avenue hall.
Over the years many wonderful young people have passed through the Scout and
Guide movements in South Turramurra, with some reaching the highest levels and

27

SOUTH TURRAMURRA

participating in activities at local, district, State, national and international level.
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH. The Neighbourhood Watch program was started to
establish closer links between the police and the community. It provided an opportunity for
residents to better ensure their own safety by community vigilance and reporting. South
Turramurra's Neighbourhood Watch Committee was established in 1985 at the instigation
of some enthusiastic Canoon Road residents. It meets monthly at St Andrew's Church
Hall with interesting guest speakers, publishes a newsletter informing residents of crimes
committed locally, and gives advice with regard to better safety. It supervised the etching of
much of the area's valuable portable property for easier identification and distributed
stickers which act as a deterrent to burglars. By reporting suspicious activities residents help
to ensure the area continues to have a relatively low crime rate, due in part to limited
access, many dead-end streets and vigilant neighbours.
THE APEX CLUB OF TURRAMURRA. In 1976 St Ives Apex Club investigated the
possibility of starting a branch of Apex in South Turramurra. By November of that year the
keen new club had received its charter during a dinner at Pymble Golf Club attended by
the Mayor of Ku-ring-gai, Richard Lennon, and John Newcombe. It met fortnightly at the
Auluba Road Kindergarten for 10 years. Projects included tree-lopping, conferences,
exchange dinners, Christmas tree sales, azalea drives, fetes, debating, painting, helping
youth, the building of a "fort" children's playground in the park behind the shopping centre
and helping Barnados. As members were obliged to retire at the age of 40 and it was
difficult to find new members, the club amalgamated with the Killara and St Ives Clubs in
1986 to form Ku-ring-gai Apex. Those happy years left indelible memories in the minds of
the participants and their families and further strengthened the special bonds that bind the
people of South Turramurra together.
MUSIC AND THE ARTS. Both the Primary School and the High School have
excellent reputations in music. Turramurra High School bands have performed in many
venues and on lots of occasions throughout Sydney and have presented themselves well
overseas. The High School has also trained young people in drama, dance and many
strands of the visual arts.
Simpsonic Singers began in 1976 as a group of eight singers in the home of Frances
Simpson with the aim of performing at local nursing homes, hospitals and retirement
villages. They sang at the combined churches Festival of Carols, held in Vernon Street. By
1978 the choir had expanded and commenced practising in St Philip's Church Hall and
the concerts in the Primary School Hall were becoming well known. In 1988 John Antill
asked the group to sing at his 80th birthday in Sydney Town Hall and in 1992 they sang at
a dinner to mark the launch of the 2000 Olympics bid. Venues where the group has
performed include the Sydney Opera House, Carols in the Domain and Victoria Barracks.
An annual concert is now held in the Zenith Centre, Chatswood, and the choir is kept
busy singing at the weddings of members' sons and daughters.
Two local piano teachers, Robin Ruys and Janet Catford, continue to keep the music
heritage of the area alive for eager children and keen adults alike. Jennifer Host has
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introduced many young people to the art of recorder playing in large or small groups as well
as individuals, and the playing of those she has trained has enlivened many local events.
The community also has an active body of artists, potters, weavers, quilt-makers and folk
artists.
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EDUCATION
SOUTH TURRAMURRA KINDERGARTEN. In 1958 a committee was appointed
by Kissing Point Progress Association to investigate the need for a pre-school kindergarten
in the area. Fund raising began with a cake stall held at the opening of the shopping centre
at the end of 1959, and progressed very slowly, having to compete with other muchneeded organisations for support. Ku-ring-gai Council was not at first supportive, deciding
that kindergartens were not its responsibility.
After the council acquired the Fisher/Patton/Tunbridge flower farms for construction
of Auluba Oval, it was agreed that the former Tunbridge home, which stood behind the
lower gate to the present oval, might be used from 1960 for a twice-weekly visit from the
Kindergarten Union's mobile unit. Fundraising and negotiations with council continued,
until council finally agreed to allocate a site and offered a dollar-for-dollar subsidy.
The recently acquired Patton home, which stood on the site of the present Sports
Club building, was to be moved on to the adjacent site allotted to the kindergarten. A total
of $4000 was available, and the basic work of altering the house to suit was carried out by
A.E. Barnes, supervised by a generous architect, R. N. (Dick) Peterson. The Lions Club
contributed further funding and Apex helped with the painting.
The kindergarten opened towards the end of 1963, in a basic condition so that some
of the parents who had contributed so much time and effort could have their children
attend for one term before they began school. The council planted a lawn around the
building and a fete raised money to purchase the first play equipment. A full-time director
replaced two part-time ones in 1973 and the building was extended in 1976. Parents have
continued to work hard to pay for upgrading and maintenance. South Turramurra's
children continue to enjoy the centre and it is much loved in the community. It is also a
polling place at election times.
SADDINGTON STREET PRE-SCHOOL KINDERGARTEN. The Turramurra
Baptist Kindergarten began in Saddington Street in 1968 about six months after the
Baptist Church opened there. It began with twenty children and a volunteer staff,
including the registered Director, Mrs Florence Lord. Apparently there were difficulties
adjusting to constantly changing rules by the authorities. Special children's toilets had been
installed, but a new inspector pronounced them too high and the holes too big. (One Dad
pointed out that they "hadn't lost a child yet!") The kindergarten closed after a difficult
staffing time. By 1987 it became apparent that South Turramurra Kindergarten in Auluba
Road was not able to adequately cater for three-year-old children in its premises. A
committee was formed to establish an annexe at Saddington Street. Turramurra Baptist

30

A SPECIAL PLACE

Church gave permission to use its premises, the kindergarten obtained its licence from
Department of Community Services (DOCS) and the Kindergarten Union of NSW
provided the staffing. Auluba Road Kindergarten gave $8000 to upgrade the hall to
licensing standards and made a commitment to lend toys, books and other equipment.
The first children were enrolled in February, 1988.

TURRAMURRA PUBLIC SCHOOL. Until 1953 Warrawee Public School was the
only one on the southern side of the Pacific Highway. At Turramurra two hectares of land
on Kissing Point Road was purchased in 1946 from Messrs Farnsworth, Balmain and
Haggart as the site for a proposed school, although this proposal was not gazetted until July,
1951. Turramurra Public School opened to pupils on 27 January 1953.
Enrolments were to grow from 47 pupils to a peak of about 850 in the late 1960s and
early 1970s, when there were 27 classes. With the growth of the area came the need for
additional classrooms. In 1957 it was estimated that the maximum enrolment would be
not more than 350 students. By the late 1960s enrolments were more than double this
figure, but because of the foresight of the early principals and Parents and Citizens
Association the building program kept ahead of the increasing enrolments.
In 1963 the Infants' section became a separate department. The following year an
additional 2.8 ha were acquired. In 1967 land in Satterley Avenue was resumed for new
buildings for the Infants Department along with a new access road. The new buildings
were completed early in 1969.
In the meantime the school Assembly Hall was completed in 1968 after a long
struggle. It was thought that if parents could raise one-third of the cost, the Department of
Education would fund the rest. A Parents' Committee had raised about $6000 but then
Government policy on assembly halls changed and work on such building projects was to
be suspended. Not to be deterred, the Parents' Committee continued to press the
department. Eventually it agreed to carry out the project and building started in April
1967. The hall has proved to be a great asset for the school and for the wider community.
It is also used as a polling place in Federal, State and local government elections.
TURRAMURRA HIGH SCHOOL. Before its development as a school, Turramurra
High School's site had been Drury's orchard. The land became part of the Marcus Clark
subdivision, from which the school site was acquired. Turramurra High School began at
Ku-ring-gai High in 1967 as a self-contained unit with its own staff, uniform and accounts.
The school opened at its present site in Maxwell Street during 1968 with two blocks of
buildings, a canteen and 500 pupils. Killara High students began their schooling also on
the Turramurra site as a self-contained entity before moving to their own site. Three
buildings were completed over the next six years.
Turramurra High School has a wide and diverse curriculum and a wide range of "firsts"
and "bests" over the years both in academic achievements and in other areas of school life.
The "Computer Pals Across The World" program linked the school with a remote school
in Alaska in the early days of such enterprises. That program expanded to the point where
a Challenger space shuttle astronaut, Vance Brand, became its patron and visited the
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school in 1984. Such innovations have been overtaken by the Internet now but
Turramurra High School pioneered the use of such programs in schools.
Strong links with business and Macquarie University have been forged. Visiting
speakers enrich the curriculum and students make use of the library at the university. The
school has had a strong representation in the music world since its inception, at first with a
military band and then various concert and jazz bands which have played at major
functions and on overseas visits and are widely known and highly regarded. In recent years
drama and dance at the school have "taken off". Visual arts achievements are well
recognised and some students have gone on to work in the communications area and are
now household names whose voices or faces are known nationally.
Many students have achieved sporting distinction whilst attending the school. The
school's houses are named after pupils who have represented Australia at the Olympic and
Commonwealth Games in swimming and sprinting - Gould (Shane Gould), Ford (Tim
Ford), Neall (Gail Neall), and Jackson (Tim Jackson). Formerly the houses had been
named after ancient Greek gods.
The school is known as a caring one. From the earliest years its major support has
gone to Muscular Dystrophy. Disabled students are welcomed and are well catered for.
Students assist at Northhaven Retirement Village at the top of the hill and contribute
concerts on special occasions.
Sister arrangements have been made with schools in New Zealand, Japan, Hong Kong
and Singapore. Homestays have been arranged between them during spring vacations.
Students communicate by letter and computer.
The five principals can look back with pride at the way the school has carried out its
work so far in its short history. The school presents a quiet calmness where endeavours of
all kinds are rewarded with an excellent merit system. Students who have done the wrong
thing are now detained in the "think again" room and make a commitment to their head
teacher to change their behaviour before they are allowed to return to class. Turramurra
High School reflects well the quietly achieving, caring, environmentally-aware ambience of
its neighbourhood and is a school in which residents take pride.
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THE CHURCHES
ST PHILIP'S ANGLICAN CHURCH. In the 1950s it had become obvious that South
Turramurra had grown to the extent that it could support its own church. Its establishment
was first discussed in 1955 at a meeting in a private home under the chairmanship of the
Rev. G.T. Earp, of St James, Turramurra (which had been dedicated in 1899). It was
decided to build a church to be named St Philip's, on a double block of land donated in
1952 by Mr A.W. Harvey, a warden of St James, at the corner of Monteith Street and
Kissing Point Road.
The St James church hall, an old wooden Army hut that had seen better days, was
transported to the site for Sunday school classes in February 1957, to the concern of nearby
residents. It was dedicated as St Philip's, a branch church of St James's, in June 1957, by
the Archbishop of Sydney, Dr H.W.K. MowII.
In July 1963 discussions took place with the Lend Lease Corporation to acquire an
alternative church site on the corner of Parkinson Avenue and the Comenarra Parkway.
Committee member Mr Noel Bell conducted these negotiations successfully. He also had a
hand in the brief and in April 1966 a short list of architects was drawn up. In September
1967 Mr Stanley-Smith of Messrs McConnell, Smith and Johnson was appointed. The
committee secured the house at 5 Parkinson Avenue as the minister's residence.
The district of St Philip's was established in March 1970, not long after the September
1969 opening of the new centre by the Rt Rev. Francis Hulme-Moir, Bishop Coadjutor. A
plan for a pre-school was abandoned. In 1978 the Rev. D. Hewetson was inducted as the
minister in the separate parish of St Philip's. The current minister is the Rev. Maxwell Boys.
Extensions to the church, buildings began in January 1998.
ST BENEDICT'S CATHOLIC CHURCH. In 1960 Cardinal Gilroy indicated a desire
that property be acquired in South Turramurra. By April 1961 land had been bought in
Vernon Street and a bank loan was obtained. Father Grew, curate at Pymble in 1963,
suggested to Monsignor Crowley that there should be a centre for Mass in South
Turramurra. Fortuitously a wooden chapel was advertised for sale by the Marist Sisters at
Woolwich. A deposit of $100 was paid, with the balance of $300 to be paid on safe
delivery. This nearly didn't happen. The chapel was dismantled at Woolwich and whilst in
transit the semi-trailer turned over on the bend in Kissing Point Road near the service
station and the load was strewn all over the road. With the help of police and volunteers
the chapel reached its destination in Vernon Street.
Parishioners set to with their curate to construct their own church building from the
chapel. This took 12 months despite the fact that many locals joined in week after week.
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As Father Grew described it to a parishioner, "Men began to know each other. Lawyers and
financiers were banging nails and thumbs with mechanics, carpenters and teachers. It was
fun each Sunday to crowd at Carty's for Mass. Attendance increased and the collections
continued to meet recurrent expenses. Ladies began to make vestments and add their bit
as progress stirred them to believe that this ugly dump was their church. We opened for the
first mass on Christmas Day 1965. It wasn't a church that was built, but a community."
But circumstances were to change. Father Grew was moved before completion and as
time went on the church became nobody's child, a line of incoming clergy saw only an
imperfect building and not the harmony within. Gradually the spirit diminished and only a
few of the original congregation remained. In 1985 St Benedict's closed and the
parishioners transferred mainly to Pymble or West Pymble. Pymble Parish gave the building
to the new parish of Bonnyrigg-Edensor in Sydney's south-west, when the cycle of building
up a new congregation began again.
TURRAMURRA BAPTIST CHURCH. In the early 1960s members of the Baptist
Church were aware of the growth of South Turramurra and its distance from the nearest
Baptist congregations. The Minister from Chatswood Baptist Church was invited to see
the new area and it was decided to form a church there in 1964. Initially there were only
six people in the new congregation. Joan Strong surprised herself by volunteering to allow
meetings to be held in her Maxwell Street home until the group could erect its own
building. "This was God's plan", Joan says, and she is very proud of the way the church
developed. It was five years before the first service was held in the Saddington Street
church (at Christmas in 1968) which was officially opened on 1 March 1969.
One of the most noteworthy community activities initiated by the church was the
holiday activity program which, at its peak, catered to 300 local children. This very popular
venture took place within a marquee erected within the grounds. Over the years there
have been eight ministers at the church and it is currently supported by students from the
Theological College who are rostered to lead Sunday services. The congregation is around
25-30 strong.
ST ANDREW'S UNITING CHURCH. In 1927 Sister Rennie, a World War I nursing
sister, began a Sunday school at her home at 162 Kissing Point Road. Her ill health led to
the classes being held in other houses including the veranda of the Sadd's home in Vernon
Street. Keith Rae was a pupil and his mother, Mrs Rebecca Rae, helped to get the Sunday
school started. This was reconstituted in 1930 with Bruce M. McIntyre as Superintendent.
In 1932 L.M. Pattinson purchased land at 106 Kissing Point Road and had a nondenominational Mission Hall erected. The Sunday school was transferred there. The
congregation came under the pastoral care of St Margaret's Presbyterian Church, Eastern
Road, Turramurra, but it always had an ecumenical outlook.
With the rapid growth of South Turramurra in the 1950s and 1960s attendance at
church and Sunday school increased rapidly. In 1962 the congregation at St Margaret's
purchased four blocks of land on the corner of Vernon and Chisholm Streets for future
expansion. This was realised in 1969 when the building of the new church and hall
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commenced. The church is a scissors truss building resting on a massive concrete slab. The
church was designed by Graham Stewart of Fowell Mansfield Jarvis and MacLurcan,
Architects, and built by South Turramurra builders, R.W. and K.C. Jackson. St Andrew's
was opened in February 1970.
In 1965 St. Andrew's, Turramurra South, was created as a separate parish within the
Presbyterian Church. In that year Rev. Dr. E. Roberts-Thomson was called and inducted as
the first permanent minister. He was succeeded in 1974 by the Rev. (later Dr.) Colin Ford,
who retired in 1991 after a ministry of 17 years. He was succeeded in January 1993 by the
Rev. Paul Cameron.
When the Uniting Church in Australia was formed in 1977 it brought together the
majority of Presbyterian, Methodist and Congregational churches. In conjunction with the
congregation of the Turramurra Uniting Church (previously St. Margaret's and Trinity) St.
Andrew's now operates as part of the Parish of Turramurra within the Ku-ring-gai
Presbytery.
St Andrew's Support Services (SASS). St. Andrew's Support Services, known as
SASS, was officially established in October 1990, in response to ever increasing cries for
emergency help. SASS is funded totally by donations, special gifts and the help of
volunteers. It receives no government funding. SASS aims to provide care for people
whose needs are not able to be met by available help and, when needed, it supplements
the services given by existing community organisations.
Types of help provided include transport to doctors, therapy appointments and
shopping; provision of emergency meals and other forms of help to families in times of
crisis; "adult-sitting" to enable a carer to have time off; sometimes just listening. One of the
strengths of SASS is its community nature. It is small enough to identify a need and to
assist quickly but it would have difficulty in continuing to function without the devotion to
caring for people of its Coordinators, Gwen Kitchener and Val Weakley.
CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT, at the Vernon Street playing fields, is an ecumenical
event organised by a local committee. It attracts good support and demonstrates the
strength of musical talent in the area.
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NATURAL DISASTERS
FIRE. Situated as it is on a peninsula jutting out into Lane Cove River Valley, South
Turramurra has had more than its fair share of bushfires. Left to occur naturally this would
be easier to bear but the fact that most of these fires are deliberately lit is saddening. Not
only do fires threaten homes but the too-frequent fires eradicate native species from the
bushland. By the 1970s,the western edge of the peninsula had become a real problem for
fire authorities. The area is blessed with strong water pressure being at the foot of a hill but
protecting the long housing edge requires a great deal of manpower nand coordination.
Residents of Kingsford Avenue have impremented a Hose Post, a collection of basic
fire-fighting gear issued to homes in the street provided they do one ntraining session per
year. While the neighbours never miss a year, at one stage they almost lost the hose
because of insurance difficulties, now resolved. People who have lived in the street for a
reasonable length of time and are familiar with the bushland and how it behaves during a
fire have a valuable role in combating local fires. In 1994 the Kingsford Avenue fire team
battled a blaze side by side with the professionals and were commended for their
effectiveness.
Various kinds of fire breaks have been tried around the perimeter of South
Turramurra. The STEP method of hand-clearing is a highly regarded method. Control
burns, although not ideal, are still the preferred option for council for the reasons of cost
and expediency. The whole understanding of fire regimes and the effects of fires on
vegetation is still in the investigative stages but gradually knowledge and skills are
accumulating.
In 1976 extremely hot fires with a strong wind behind them exploded along the
western edge of South Turramurra almost simultaneously. Brigades were unable to deal
with the whole front. One home in Tarook Avenue was lost. Several factors contributed to
this loss, including the difficulty of finding a hydrant under weeds. Valuable lessons were
learned.
Small fires have broken out from time to time around the edges of South Turramurra,
usually deliberately lit, and residents on the western edge of the suburb keep a watchful eye
on any fires in the Lane Cove River Valley which are often left to burn and can turn tricky
with a wind change. Fires in 1980 and 1989 added too the experience of the locals.
The 1994 fires. The area did not escape Sydney’s severe fires of January 1994. This
affected the whole peninsula and many difficult issues arose in their aftermath. Residents,
especially those with knowledge and experience of fire-fighting, were angry about
evacuation orders because they knew houses catch fire after a front has passed and that is
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the key time for vigilance. They were angry at the cutting off of the peninsula by a cordon
of police and other authorities, depriving households of valuable manpower and skills.
From experience residents have learned simple but effective house saving techniques, such
as having a bath full of water inside the house, placing buckets of water around the garden,
dressing in non-flammable gear and protecting eyes, face and feet. The lack of access to
reliable information was a problem. Subsequently two community forums were held at St
Andrew’s, run by Voterlobby – not to make resolutions but to obtain collected impressions,
criticisms and suggestions to be submitted to a coronial inquiry. It allowed the community
to “debrief” after the trauma. It is not known what practical advances have come from the
inquiry.

THE 1991 STORM. Over the years, South Turramurra has experienced numerous
severe weather events – high winds, hailstorms, lightning strikes and flash flooding. The
storm on Monday, 21 January, 1991 between 4.15 and 4.40 pm, however, had the greatest
impact on the suburb of anything recorded so far. The storm activity began on the Sunday
as instability caused by a hot, dry air-mass from the west meeting a cooler shallow
southerly change. By Monday morning the lowest air mass to 5000 feet had cooled and
continued the destabilising process. Winds at 10,000-15,000 feet were strong enough to
produce fast-moving storms and the different speeds at different levels brought moistureladen air into the storm centre. Storm cells formed, decayed and reformed at the outside
edges. These down-bursts formed initially in the ranges south-west of Camden and
proceeded north-east.
There were several arms of the storm. The one which was heading for the south of
Sydney, including the airport, petered out. Another arm crossed over South Turramurra, to
finally die off the coast near Gosford. The winds that resulted had strong updraughts and
violent down draughts, with the direction of gusts differing from the storm’s path by 30
degrees. The wind speed was between 130-170 km/h. Observers noted in the approaching
storm front a yellowish-green light. This was apparently caused by the refraction of light
through the ice. The rain and hail were horizontal, resulting in a "white-out", or some saw
it as a "green-out" as millions of leaves were stripped from the trees and smashed against
roads, roofs and buildings, plastering them with what looked like mint sauce. A total of 78
mm of rain fell in 20 minutes. Hail reached golfball size.
Debris from the wind and hail damage, the accumulation of hail piles and the
movement of debris by flash flooding brought unprecedented havoc to the suburb. There
was extensive damage to public and private property, services such as electricity were cut
and roads were impassable. Rescue and relief teams were hindered by fallen wires and the
blocked roads. Some families were without power for days. Surprisingly, the rest of Sydney
was relatively unaware of the size of the catastrophe, for the newspapers were slow to
recognise its extent.
The community responded wonderfully, checking on aged or single households and
sharing tasks to lighten the burden. People with camping equipment were grateful for the
alternative cooking and bathing methods and shared with friends and neighbours. People
with freezers shared the babysitting of neighbour's food stocks, but there were plenty of
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barbecues with the thawing produce!
The wider community also responded well and streets were put back to normal by the
council, the State Emergency Services, Police, Fire Brigade, Water Board, Telecom, State
Rail Authority, the Roads and Traffic Authority, Forestry Commission, the Army and
Navy, Elcom and Sydney Electricity crews. There was wonderful cooperation between all
participants. Convoys of trucks soon covered most of Vernon Street Oval with a mountain
of debris collected from the area, and moved it away again over the ensuing weeks. The
council's tree protection restrictions were suspended, and anybody could move without
specific authority any damaged or potentially dangerous tree on their property.
Although there was an outcry about the damage by trees falling on houses, it was later
found that South Turramurra's abundance of trees had in fact broken the force of the
wind, which would have otherwise unroofed many more homes and broken many more
windows. Other storms in flatter areas with fewer trees have accelerated more quickly,
causing greater damage. The area also had the benefit of well-built housing stock.
It is important to note that many residents, especially children, required debriefing and
counselling to help them recover from the trauma of the Great Storm. Hillview provided
such a service. Over the ensuing years the trees have regained their leafy curves and only
long-time residents can still now recognise evidence of this dramatic event.
A graphic account of the terrifying events of that late January afternoon is to be found
in The Storm, published jointly by the Ku-ring-gai Council and Play-bill Pty Ltd. In it, Dr
George Walker of the CSIRO says that "we do live in an environment that can be
dangerous, and in spite of the scale of damage that was the result of the January event,
there is less risk from severe storms than there is from bushfire. The Ku-ring-gai storm was,
as explained by the Bureau of Meteorology, a down-burst; it had nothing to do with
hurricanes or tornados."
Dr Walker observed that the areas struck by the storm "did fairly well" considering the
forces that struck them. To avoid the sort of damage that occurred, houses would have had
to have been stronger, trees would have had to be replaced with shrubs, power would have
had to go underground ... the entire environment would have had to be changed. And
why? To "avoid the consequences of a possible recurrence of a rare event."
Why do people choose to live in Ku-ring-gai? The answer is, "because of the
environment."
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ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVISM
COMENARRA PARKWAY A THROUGH ROAD. The Comenarra Parkway was
extended to become a through road in 1974. This was the first in a series of environmental
issues which marked the growth of the conviction that South Turramurra had a special
ambience that could be easily lost. When the first subdivisions occurred along the
Comenarra, the residents were unaware of how that road would develop. Pressure to make
it a through route built up from residents of Hornsby Shire and those wanting better access
to the Sydney Adventist Hospital. Six or more local meetings resolved not to let the road
be joined, but at a final meeting, with heavy representation from interests associated with
the Hills District and the hospitals, residents voted to have the road opened on a trial basis
by joining the two ends near Lisa Valley Close. Protesters manned a barricade at the
joining spot but they were unable to mount a strong enough campaign in time to overturn
the decision.
KISSING POINT/COMENARRA LIGHTS. The intersection of Kissing Point Road
and the Comenarra Parkway has proved a problem from the time of the link going
through. Over the years the intersection has been made safer with some road widening
and the erection of traffic lights after action by the KPPA, but as at the end of 1997 it
remained a major source of frustration. The wiring for a right turn arrow out of South
Turramurra towards West Pymble was in place but the arrow had not been installed
because through traffic was considered to be more important than local traffic. Lack of
access to the suburb has been maddening for some residents and many make interesting
diversionary trips and turns to avoid the bottleneck that develops as traffic flowing down
Kissing Point Road from the Pacific Highway prevents cars turning right out of South
Turramurra. Road widening and installation of an arrow was promised for the second half
of 1998.
NETBALL COMPLEX. During the 1970s there was a marked escalation in public
protests as locally loved pockets of bushland were being eliminated by unsuitable
development. The uproar over the construction of a netball complex in Canoon Road
typified these upheavals.
Occurring at the time of "the Battle for Kelly's Bush", this dispute ultimately helped to
develop wider reforms in environmental protection by increasing awareness of inadequate
heritage preservation regulations. It led to the formation of both STEP Inc and Voterlobby,
both since becoming effective agents for change.
Details of the saga can be found in Elizabeth Dokulil's excellent booklet Out of Step.

39

SOUTH TURRAMURRA

Briefly, in 1978 rumours began to circulate about the construction of a large netball
complex on 4.86 ha of ridge top at the end of Canoon Road. Residents became concerned
about the loss of bushland, the effect of run off and weeds spreading through the bushland,
and the impact of noise and traffic on a quiet residential area. But they could not ascertain
exactly what was happening and were taken by surprise when just prior to Easter a decision
was made to commence work.
After the initial clearing, when three residents stood in front of bulldozers, the dispute
escalated and media interest heightened. There were attempts at consultation but Ku-ringgai Council was determined to proceed and thwarted all attempts by residents to be heard.
Opponents of the complex were branded anti-sport and anti-women, for netball was
undoubtedly one of the few sports catering for women's interests. The dispute widened to
include State bodies, environmental experts, politicians and union green bans. At this
point the local environmental group STEP (South Turramurra Environment Protection)
Inc was formed.
A cooling-off period was declared, during which several alternative sites suggested by
objectors were rejected. Through the media all of Sydney was now aware of the dispute.
An in-depth botanical study was commissioned by STEP, which found more than 90
heathland species on the site.
But the complex went ahead. On 29 May 1978 a large convoy of earth- working
machines manned by non-union labour stormed the site, travelling down Canoon Road at
terrifying speed. They were accompanied by 30 policemen who were severely embarrassed
to find the only opposition was a group of tearful, although angry, local residents.
The complex has proven to present all of those difficulties that were foretold by its
opponents, particularly traffic congestion. On the other hand many players at the venue
have enjoyed years of sports during winter, and tennis players make use of several courts
when not in use for netball. Meetings between Netball Association officers and residents
have resolved some of the early difficulties but nowadays all parties agree it is not a suitable
site and it would be ideal if a larger venue could be found so that this popular sport can be
expanded.
STEP INC. Having been formed at a critical time in the history of South Turramurra,
Step Inc. Continues to have a large membership and attract caring and knowledgeable
office-bearers to its committee. While the addresses of its members are now diverse, South
Turramurra remains its prime concern. The organisation has published maps and
informative booklets, most notably John Martyn’s A Field Guide to the Bushland of the
Upper Lane Cove Valley (STEP Inc, 1994), and has been at the forefront of any dispute
involving the integrity of the bushland. It is listened to by government authorities. It still
meets in the South Turramurra area and hosts its visiting speakers here.
VOTERLOBBY. During the dispute over the Canoon Road Netball complex residents
realised that governments did not listen very well to electors. It became apparent to one
Canoon Road resident, Greg Bloomfield,that governments and bureaucracies had
enormous advantages over residents in such situations, both financially and in their
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knowledge of how to pursue goals successfully. In the years since 1978, Voterlobby has
evolved from his observations and experiences. Participants arte helped and encouraged to
express their views clearly to all levels of government. For a modest fee, a service called
Votergrams sends brief messages to members of government when voters feel they have
points to raise. Workshops on various issues have been held and voters are encouraged to
form networks for greater effectiveness. Voterlobby is now a national organisation, wellrespected for its independence and efficiency.

FREEWAYS. From time toi time there were rumours that a high-level bridge would be
built across the Lane Cove River at the end of Kissing Point Road. The construction of the
Macquarie Centre at North Ryde in the 1970s brought rumours to the fore again. A poll of
residents conducted by the association in 1978 showed that 75% of respondents were
opposed to a vehicular bridge. On the other hand, residents voted in favour of a cycleway
in Kissing Point Road. This request was conveyed to Ku-ring-gai Council by the KPPA but
it was to be 20 years before any results were achieved.
The issue of a link road to North Ryde was resurrected and reached a crisis point in
January 1989 when the Minister for Transport and the Roads and the Roads and Traffic
Authority issued the North-west Sector Road Needs Study. This had major implications
for South Turramurra.
The study assessed the possibilities of a link between the northern freeway, the F3, and
what was then the proposed M2 motorway on the Epping side of the valley. The following
were the various options:
A proposed option B1 followed the existing Lane Cove Freeway corridor to Pearces
Corner. Option B2, a variant , veered south, following the Kissing Point Road corridor to
“the Castlereagh Freeway” (that is, the M2). These two options would have bisected
South Turramurra.
Option B3 would take the link through bushland on the western edge of the suburb.
Option C1 followed a road widening scheme down Kissing Point Road from Pacific
Highway to Castlereagh Freeway, making Kissing Point Road a six lane arterial route to
North Ryde.
Option C2 would widen Pennant Hills Road to eight lanes from Pearces Corner to
Castlereagh Freeway.
The KPPA responded by calling a public meeting on 16 February. An overflow
meeting of more than 500 residents overwhelmingly rejected the series of options ibn the
Road Needs Study. There was a large groundswell of opposition to the options from
residents at Fox Valley and North Epping. Within a month the B1, C1 and C2 options had
been discarded by the government. The then Premier, Mr Nick Greiner, who was also
Member for Ku-ring-gai, attended a meeting in South Turramurra with community
organisations before announcing that neither the B2 or B3 options would be considered in
the lifetime of his government.
Coalition Against Lane Cove Valley Freeways. It is clear that the RTA underestimated
the strength and experience of South Turramurra residents and their determination to save
the special amenity of the area. In order to facilitate vigilance and good communication
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between groups opposed to freeway development, the KPPA had convened a meeting of
representatives of concerned groups on 20 March. This resulted in the formation of the
Coalition Against Lane Cove Valley Freeways. The Coalition was a grouping, primarily of
environmental groups, resolved to eradicate any proposed freeway from the Lane Cove
Valley. Following its formation the direct participation of the KPPA in the Coalition
diminished.
The Coalition continued a long and determined campaign. Representatives lobbied
politicians of all persuasions, eventually convincing them that such a road would despoil a
special and important piece of bushland and would not solve the traffic problems as stated.
The validity of the RTA, primarily a road-building authority, to assess impartially a road
proposal independent of other transport and land authorities was questioned.
Land in the B1 corridor was progressively released and finally, in June, 1996, the Carr
government announced that it would proceed no further with the development of road
proposals in the Lane Cove Valley. Land being considered for road proposals would be
assessed for other uses
This campaign is a model for others who seek to overturn decisions detrimental to a
community's amenity.
People Against Valley Expressways. Another group with similar aims, People Against
Valley Expressways (PAVE), was formed in March 1989 in Bowen Avenue, with around
40 members. It was a more local freeway-fighting group than the Coalition but was
similarly dedicated to the abolition of all Lane Cove Valley freeways, especially in South
Turramurra. In 1996, after the announcement of the release of the road reservations,
PAVE was wound up, with surplus funds on deposit being donated to STEP Inc.
MAXWELL/BULLER STREET LAND. Part of the land on B1, the first section of the
freeway corridors to be released, sold so well at auction that it was predicted that the
remaining large parcel could be a good source of revenue for the State Government.
Previously STEP Inc had indicated that a higher density of housing could be developed on
the site. There was some support for the consideration of smaller homes for retirees, or a
small aged care facility. The State Planning Authority consequently drew up a town house
proposal with a bushland edge next to the present reserve. This option was put to a public
meeting in 1996. The meeting was willing to consider the proposal, but a group of residents
living adjacent to the site preferred an original Ku-ring-gai Council subdivision of
residential blocks with the retention of a bushland edge, and the medium density proposal
was withdrawn. The land was subsequently sold at public auction as residential blocks.
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A FINAL WORD

P

EOPLE HAVE CHOSEN to live in South Turramurra for many different reasons. In
the early days of settlement activities like timber-getting, land clearing and growing
crops predominated. As Barbour's study has shown, the availability of cheap land led
to early speculative subdivisions, most of which were premature in attracting homebuilders. In turn, this meant that one of the main problems these pioneering residents had
to deal with, up to World War l 1, was the slow pace at which services were provided.
Often power and water would not be connected to a site until a building project was well
advanced.
World War II resulted in a huge shortage of housing throughout Australia. Building
materials were in short supply and strictly controlled. The severe drought from 1934 to
1942 made it essential for the Metropolitan Water, Sewerage and Drainage Board to give
priority to the completion of Warragamba Dam to ensure continuity of water supply to
Sydney. Warragamba Dam was completed in 1960. Huge arrears of provision of sewerage
services had built up by then. Most houses in South Turramurra had to have a septic tank
initially. Sewerage provision was not completed until 1976.
For earlier residents access was a problem because many of the streets were little more
than dirt tracks, and certainly there were few footpaths. Bus services to Turramurra railway
station were infrequent during the week and non-existent at weekends. The bus
terminated at Turra Street as the remainder of Kissing Point Road was unsealed. The
nearest shops were on the highway.
There were shortages of building materials, delays of all kinds and lack of support from
authorities. Not only was housing stock in short supply, home loans were expensive and
not easy to obtain; many people put up garages or temporary structures on their blocks and
camped there while they saved the wherewithal, often becoming owner-builders out of
necessity. Although the newcomers had young families, it was a long and determined
struggle to establish even a kindergarten in face of an unsympathetic council. Sports fields
were undeveloped.
New settlers were not deterred by obstacles like these in the years following World
War II. South Turramurra represents the sort of social movement that shaped the nation.
It developed as a typical middle class suburb that attracted people who were willing to
work hard in order to establish their growing families in a secure and peaceful
environment. It wasn't easy street. These were battlers who by hard work and through
their own efforts made the area a highly desirable place in which to live. In the process,
they formed a cohesive community - for few communities in Sydney can boast greater
cohesion than South Turramurra.
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South Turramurra's geography as a peninsula almost surrounded by bushland is
certainly part of the equation. But more importantly it has been the self help characteristics
of the residents and their bonding over the years through crises (Both natural, i.e. bushfires
and storms, and those imposed by outside authorities, e.g. netball courts). And a vital
common bond has been the appreciation of South Turramurra's bushland heritage.
The growth of community groups is not unusual in a community which was
predominantly young when such groups were at their height. What is unusual is the
strength of the networks that were formed.
The challenge will be to maintain and strengthen these groupings in a community
which is ageing and changing in ways that may make it harder to repeat the results of a
generation that is rapidly passing.
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